
 
 

 
WANGECHI MUTUÕS STONE IHIGA, 

A PERFORMA COMMISSION,  
TO BE PRESENTED FROM NOVEMBER 13TH-15TH 

AT SAATCHI & SAATCHI, 375 HUDSON 
 

MutuÕs First-Ever Performance to Feature Gorgeous Installation in Which 
Composer/Vocalist Imani Uzuri Will Perform  

 

   
Wangechi Mutu, Cleaning Earth, 2009. Video still.  

Courtesy of Performa and Sikkema Jenkins & Co.  

 
Wangechi Mutu will present Stone Ihiga, a multi- layered performance and installation created in 
collaboration with the riveting composer and vocalist Imani Uzuri. Centered around the practice 
of lapidationÑthe act of pelting someone with stones, sometimes as a form of executionÑand specifically 
inspired by stories of women who have been found guilty of adultery or promiscuity, Stone Ihiga will be a 
rumination on the fragili ty and tenacity of our humanity and spiri tuali ty, adding transluscent surfaces and a 
live dimension to Mutu's exquisite collage works. Supported by the TOBY Fund and by Performa ProducerÕs 
Circle Members Mimi Brown and Alp Ercil. 
 
Wangechi Mutu (b. Kenya, 1972) has trained as both a sculptor and anthropologist. Her work explores the 
contradictions of female and cultural identity and makes reference to colonial history, contemporary Afri can 
poli tics and the international fashion industry. Drawing from the aesthetics of traditional crafts, science 
fiction and funkadelia, MutuÕs works document the contemporary myth making of endangered cultural 
heri tage. MutuÕs collages seem both ancient and futuristic. Her figures aspire to a super- race, by-products of 
an imposed evolution. In this series of work, she uses old medical diagrams, to convey the authenticity of 
artefact, as well as an appointed cultural value. Satiri cally identifying her ÔdiseasesÕ as a sub/post-human 
monsters, she invents an equally primitive and prophetically alien species; a visionary futuri sm inclusive of 
cultural difference and self- determination. 
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